Boy Scout Troop 615

Troop Committee Meeting Minutes 

March 7, 2005

Held at Juanita Starbucks 

Present: Jeff Brooks, Junior Assistant Scoutmaster and new Eagle Scout Perry Brooks, Troop Committee Chair Chris Frost,  Bernie Howell, Senior Patrol Leader Curtis Howell, Rob Londo and Bob Sifferman.

        Chris Frost called the meeting to order and presided.

        The minutes from the last troop committee meeting, which was held on January 6, 2005, were reviewed and approved. 

The committee decided that the troop committee minutes should be sent to the entire troop instead of just the troop committee.

1. Preliminary matter: Congratulations to both Perry Brooks and Eric Luksetich on attaining the rank of Eagle Scout.

2. Need updates on troop financial report and Friends of Scouting for next committee meeting. 

3. Discussions regarding merit badge weekend set for weekend of April 8-9. Nick Horstman has organized for troop. 

   Cost of $14.00 per Scout needs to be paid by next troop meeting. Curtis Howell will e-mail reminder to troop.

4. Follow up discussions on Order of Arrow. Four Scouts were nominated by the Troop in December:

Montana Ferris, Josh Lewis, Kaiser Londo and Steven Sifferman.

   These Scouts especially should attend Camporee (May 13-14) and then schedule their 
Ordeal.
 

5. Due to a lack of snow, the snow cave overnight for this year was cancelled.

6. Discussion on the possible pre-summer camp campout at Parsons and service project. Mike Buchman will present information at next troop meeting.

7. Discussion regarding better organization for activities such as returning to troop sign ups as done in past, more advance notice and reminders, not just e-mails. Chris Frost and Bob Sifferman will follow up.

8. Discussion on upcoming troop outings and events:

        Court of Honor will be Tuesday, March 22nd. Larry Aemmer and Bob Sifferman to organize as far as rank advancements and merit badges. Curtis will assist by contacting patrol leaders and dealing with refreshments. Need to announce at troop  meeting so Scouts can schedule Scoutmaster conferences and Boards of Review.

        Rob Londo has a neighbor who works for the Seattle Police Department and can get the troop an outing on the police boat. Rob will follow up on possible dates and present to troop.

        Fishing at Camp Black Mountain for weekend of April 29th. Larry Aemmer is organizing.

   Bike trip in early May for either Lopez Island or Shaw Island. Rob Londo and Chris Frost will organize and will check on requirements for Bicycling merit badge.

        Annual trip to Leavenworth in early June. Issue of river rafting with lack of snow and run off. The Vartanians will be contacted for their input and organization as in past.

        Summer camp set for Camp Parsons July 24th to 30th. Larry Aemmer is organizing. Bob Sifferman will help too. Application and deposit have been made. Possibility for high adventure activities for older Scouts while at camp.

9. Discussion on merit badges Scouts need and also on merit badge counselors. Need to finalize updates to merit badge counselor list and submit to Chief Seattle Council. Jeff Brooks will provide list to Larry Aemmer for submittal.

   Scouts are working on Personal Fitness, and Bernie Howell has agreed to act as counselor but Council has not processed the paperwork yet so she is currently not listed as a counselor and cannot sign off until she is. Other troop counselors available if this becomes a problem are Jan Garretson and Bob Klee.

10. Upcoming regular troop meetings will focus on skills training for Camporee: 
Leave No Trace,
 Nature, Orienteering, First Aid, lashings, fire-building and Pioneering. 

        Bob Wilson was called and agreed to assist. 

        Older Scouts can also help teach the younger Scouts and Curtis Howell will coordinate.

11. Dick Howell has provided information on clinic offered at REI. He will obtain dates and activities to present to Troop. 

12. Need follow up on what badges Scouts need, especially those required for Eagle, and which Scouts need help on to complete partials so we can schedule activities for those.

        Merit Badge and advancement chart has been obtained and Scouts can fill in information at next Troop meeting.

13. Roundtable scheduled for Thursday, March 10th at 7:30 pm.

        Curtis will remind Life Scouts and others interested of the 
Life to Eagle
 program at the Roundtable. 

        The program is only offered twice per year and is very helpful on the trail to Eagle Scout.

14. Meeting adjourned.

Next Committee meeting to be held on Monday, May 2nd at 7:30 pm at the Howell
s home: 8730 
 126th Avenue NE in Kirkland. 

The Howells
 phone number is (425) 827-5166

Minutes prepared by Bob Sifferman March 13, 2005.

This message was sent via everyone, a mailing list created through http://www.troop615.com/

