Boy Scout Troop 615

Troop Committee Meeting and Parents
 Meeting Minutes

Held at Holy Family Rectory

May 2, 2006

Those Present Were:

Larry Aemmer, Bill Buchanan, Mike Buchman, Jeff Brooks,   Tim Ferris, Bob Fields, Chris Frost, Nick Horstman, 

Bernie Howell, Tim Hudson, Maureen Kures, Rob Londo,       Clement Neil, Senior Patrol Leader Steven Sifferman,      Bob Sifferman, Jay Vandewark and Phil Vartanian.

The minutes from the last Troop Committee meeting, which was held on March 12, 2006, were reviewed and approved.

Bob Sifferman called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm and presided.

1. Reports:

A Troop Financial Report was received from Treasurer Bob Fields. The Christmas wreath sales fund-raiser netted about $2,500. Funds are available for the Wenatchee river rafting trip in June.

Discussion was had on alternate fund raising. Mike Buchman suggested US flag distribution. This can be a new business item for the Troop Committee and parents in August or September. 

Larry Aemmer, Advancement Chairman, reported on issues with Scout rank advancement and discussion was had on using May Troop meetings to determine status of Scouts and assist in advancements especially Scoutmaster conferences and Boards of Review.

Larry also provided information/suggestions to the parents of the new Scouts for how the Scouts can organize their recommended binders for record-keeping of outings, merit badges and advancements. Parents who missed the meeting can see Larry for an overview of this helpful information.

2. Old Business:

Discussion on need for a parent to volunteer and become trained to succeed Tim Ferris as Scoutmaster by September. 

Jeff Brooks is willing to act as an assistant Scoutmaster but he recommends someone be able to participate more than he can with troop outings. Mike Buchman can probably take over as Scoutmaster next year after he winds down his involvement with Cub Scouts so this may be a one year commitment. Please consider this.

Bob Sifferman was nominated and unanimously approved as the new Troop Committee Chairman. He will also continue as Secretary. 

Jeff Brooks reported on the new Scout patrol which he is helping get organized. The Scouts are now the Penguin patrol.

Extensive discussion on upcoming Camporee set for this weekend. Scoutmaster Ferris plans to attend and we need at least one other adult. Tim will e-mail everyone for more Scouts to attend.

3. New Business.

Discussion was had on more parental involvement especially for outings. We always need at least two parents per outing and all are welcome. Bob Sifferman passed out Troop Resource Surveys to the parents of the new Scouts so we can ascertain their knowledge, interest and hobbies along with how they are willing to help.

This way the Troop can have new ideas and fresh blood to keep things fun for the Scouts and help them advance and earn merit badges. The parents are encouraged to register as merit badge counselors, especially for the badges required for Eagle.

Those parents who could not attend the meeting are asked to obtain and complete a Troop Resource Survey. 

Bob Sifferman has the blank survey forms. 

4. Upcoming Meetings and Outings: 

Troop Meetings:

May 9th: In addition to Scoutmaster conferences and Board of Review and determining completion of merit badges, Phil Vartanian will make a presentation on the Icicle Creek family campout, Wenatchee River rafting. Phil also made the presentation at this meeting. 

May 16th: Scoutmaster conferences and Boards of Review. 

May 23rd: Eagle Scout Court of Honor for Kaiser Londo. 

          The Londos will provide more information.

          Save the date and plan to attend! 

June 6: Patrol Meetings.

June 13: Troop Court of Honor.

Troop Activities:

June weekend to be determined: Icicle Creek family campout and Wenatchee River rafting. Thanks to the Vartanians.

Late June or early July: Family picnic organized by Larry Aemmer for fun and more information for summer camp. 

July 23-29: Summer Camp at Camp Fire Mountain 

Larry Aemmer and Bob Sifferman organizing 

Meeting adjourned at 9:15 pm.

Minutes prepared by Bob Sifferman May 4, 2006.

