Boy Scout Troop 615

Troop Committee Meeting Minutes 

January 6, 2005

Held at Juanita Starbucks 

Present: Jeff Brooks, Mike Buchman, Scoutmaster Tim Ferris,        Troop Committee Chair Chris Frost, Nick Horstman, Bernie Howell, Senior Patrol Leader Curtis Howell, Jon Luksetich and           Bob Sifferman.

        Chris Frost called the meeting to order and presided along with Tim Ferris.

        The minutes from the last troop committee meeting which was held on November 4, 2004 were reviewed and approved. 

1. Discussion on dues and Friends of Scouting. Tim Ferris will obtain Friends of Scouting packet from Council and e-mail reminder to troop on payment of dues and FOS at next meeting to be held on Tuesday January 11th. Dues previously established at $65 per Scout ($45 for second Scout in family) and $10 per adult. Bob Sifferman has arranged to have Jim Johncox, long-time Scouter for Troop 615, make the Friends of Scouting presentation at that meeting also. 

2. Troop elections were held at December meeting for Order of Arrow. The following Scouts were nominated by the Troop: 

Montana Ferris, Josh Lewis, Kaiser Londo and Steven Sifferman. 

3. Wreath sale proceeds need to be turned in. Tim Ferris will e-mail reminder to everyone to bring receipts to next meeting.

4. Discussion on summer camp and related matters. Troop choice is Camp Parsons. Application and deposit have been made but we do not know assigned date yet. Choices in application were for weeks in August, 2005.  Mike Buchman suggested pre-summer camp campout at Parsons and service project. Mike will contact Parsons camp director for information and present same at future troop meeting. Additional discussions on monthly hikes and patrol involvement in scheduling and arranging. Curtis Howell will follow up with patrol leaders.  

5. Chris Frost discussed the need for completion of Council form on training completed by adult leaders. Bernie Howell advised that Youth Protection training can be completed     on-line. The e-mail from Mr. Ferris should remind adult leaders to bring their information to January 18th troop meeting so Council form can be completed and turned in.

6. Additional discussion on Merit Badge Counselors and list updating. Jeff Brooks will assist by obtaining Council-wide information and updating troop information. 

   The Howells will assist with Personal Fitness Badge. Need follow up on what badges Scouts need such as Communications and which Scouts need help to complete partials. 

   Mr. Ferris will seek progress chart from Scout office to have the Troop Scribe chart members
 advancement and completion of merit badges to assist in keeping track.

   Discussion on arranging advancements and work on badges during meetings. Curtis Howell will obtain information and coordinate with Scoutmaster. Perry Brooks has asked to be a Junior Assistant Scoutmaster. Curtis has made appointments for troop positions and follow up needed to make sure Scouts have chance to act in leadership roles necessary for advancement. 

7. The committee considered options for winter outings:  

February snow camp moved to February 12th. The day hike to precede it moved to January 22nd to allow prep at troop meeting on January 18th.  Information presented on Klondike 2005 which is weekend of January 28th. Need to confirm if reservation accepted at Camp Shepard for February 19th.

   Other troop activities:

   Merit Badge weekend is April 8-9 (Thanks to Nick Horstman for confirming information). Fishing at Black Mountain in April, Lopez Island bike trip in May and camp out at Icicle Creek in June. Court of Honor in March instead of February.

Scouting for Food participation to be arranged. 

8. Pack 615 crossover in February, 2005; Pack 566 in April.

9. New Business: Jeff Brooks initiated discussion of segments or patches for sashes to memorialize activities and service stars to recognize years of service. 

10. Meeting adjourned.

Next Committee meeting to be held on Thursday, March 3rd at Juanita Starbucks.

Minutes prepared by Bob Sifferman November January 8, 2005.

